
 

British Library PhD placement scheme – project profile: 

Researching the EU Referendum Through Leaflet 
and Web Archive Collections 
Reference: 20014-4-JEN 

 
Supervisors Jeremy Jenkins, Curator, Contemporary British Published Collections; 

Nicola Bingham, Lead Curator, Web Archives 

Department, Location Contemporary British Collections, St Pancras, London and/or Web 
Archiving,  Boston Spa, Yorkshire 

Start date/timeframe Ideally this placement would take place over the summer of 2017 

Duration  3 months (or part-time equivalent – see below) 
For a part-time placement, the number of days per week the student would spend on site at 
the Library could be agreed with the supervisor in advance 

Remote-working Some elements of remote working would be feasible for this placement, if 
needed – to be agreed with the supervisor in advance. 

 
Context for placement 

The British Library has been working with the London School of Economics & Political Science (LSE) since the 
spring of 2016 to build a collection of EU Referendum campaign leaflets. The LSE are currently in the process of 
digitising a combined collection from both institutions in the run up to the referendum. When completed the 
collection of just under 200 unique leaflets will be freely publicly accessible via the LSE Library’s digital library. 
It is estimated that this digitisation will be completed and the content made available in early in 2017. In 
addition to the leaflet collection, the British Library has been building comprehensive collections on recent UK 
political topics as part of its UK Web Archives – themes include General Elections, the EU Referendum and 
“Brexit”. 
 
With the support of the LSE, we are interested in hosting a PhD placement to undertake comparative or 
evaluative research focused on these collections. This will support the Library in understanding the breath and 
depths of the leaflet and Web Archive collections – and their research potential – as well as developing 
knowledge of how these collections might be accessed and used by other researchers in the future, both 
onsite and online. The placement student would be able to employ both the Library’s web archives and the BL-
LSE digital library to answer their research question, which would be discussed with the supervisors as part of 
the selection and induction process. 
 
Please note that the placement is not restricted to LSE students. Applications are welcome from students from 
any UK or international university or Higher Education Institution.  
 

Expected tasks and outcomes 

Whilst undertaking the agreed research project, the placement student would be required to share their 
experience of accessing content through the Library’s interfaces and provide feedback on their user 
experiences. 
 
There is opportunity for the placement to work across a variety of different research themes, depending on 
the expertise and interests of the student, and to engage with the collections through different 
methodological perspectives – for example, projects with a digital humanities component might be 
considered. This will be discussed and agreed with the supervisors as part of the selection and induction 
process. Any approaches will be considered that enable the Library to enhance its understanding of the 
collections, but examples of potential research questions might include comparing and contrasting the 
contents of these collections from the perspectives of remain or leave campaigns. We are particularly 
interested in understanding what is available to researchers within these collections that is no longer available 
on the live web.  
 
The placement student will provide written feedback to Library staff on their user experiences. Depending on 
the interests and expertise of the student, this might include a ‘case study’ document, outlining the particular 
methodological or theoretical approaches that were employed. A further output may be to convene a small 
workshop towards the end of the placement, bringing together British Library and LSE Library staff and other 
relevant practitioners and academics to discuss ways in which the Library can engage future researchers and 
other audiences with the collections. 
 

http://digital.library.lse.ac.uk/browse


It is hoped that the research undertaken will be used as the beginnings to an academic paper to be submitted 
to a peer-reviewed journal. In addition, there would also be opportunities to contribute throughout the 
placement to relevant British Library blogs, such as the Social Science and web Archive blogs, which are aimed 
at a broader public audience. 
 
The student will be imbedded in either the Web Archive team at Boston Spa or the Contemporary British team 
at St Pancras, dependent on which site would suit the requirements of the research project and be most 
convenient for the student. We would also be happy for the student to spend some time at both sites. 
 

Training and experience expected to be gained by student through the placement 

The placement will provide staff-level access to library’s collections and expertise, and offers a particularly 
valuable opportunity to gain practical knowledge of web archiving policies, procedures and technologies.  
  
This is an opportunity for a PhD student to develop their understanding of a world class research Library, its 
content, its structure and its remit, which may add value to their future research career. The student will have 
the opportunity to apply their research skills to a different mode of work, producing practical and tangible 
outputs with strategic value to the British Library. 
 
They will develop transferable skills through their experience of working within a scholarly institution which 
has a different and broader purpose to a university. They will develop in particular skills in stakeholder 
engagement and communication, producing outputs for curatorial staff, the wider public and the academic 
community. 
 
The Library’s blog posts command an international and predominantly non-academic readership; contributing 
to these blogs will enable the student to publicise their work to thousands of readers and will hone their skills 
in writing for popular audiences. 
 

Required knowledge and skills 

We are looking for someone with research interests in and/or advanced knowledge of European and British 
politics and political institutions. Understanding or experience of research which uses archival materials and 
primary sources is also required. Experience of writing blogs is desirable but not essential.  
 

 

 


